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CATALDI ON THE QUADRATURE.
Trattato della quadratura del cerchio.    Di Pietro Antonio Ca-taldi.   Bologna, 1612, folio.1
Rheticus,2 Vieta, and Cataldi are the three untiring computers of Germany, France, and Italy; Napier in Scotland, and Briggs3 in England, come just after them. This work claims a place as beginning with the quadrature of Pelle-grino Borello4 of Reggio, who will have the circle to be exactly 3 diameters and 6%g4 of a diameter. Cataldi, taking Van Ceulen's approximation, works hard at the finding of integers which nearly represent the ratio. He had not then the continued fraction, a mode of representation which he gave the next year in his work on the square root. He has but twenty of Van Ceulen's thirty places, which he takes from Clavius5: and any one might be puzzled to know whence the Italians got the result; Van Ceulen, in 1612, not having been translated from Dutch. But Clavius names his comrade Gruenberger, and attributes the approximation to them
1 Cataldi was born in 1548 and died at Bologna in 1626. He was professor of mathematics at Perugia, Florence, and Bologna, and is known in mathematics chiefly for his work in continued fractions. He was one of the scholarly men of his day.
2Georg Joachim Rheticus was born at Feldkirch in 1514 and died
k          at Caschau, Hungary, in 1576.    He was one of the most prominent
pupils of Copernicus, his Narratio de libris revolutionum Copernici
(Dantzig, 1540) having done much to make the theory of his master
known.
8 Henry Briggs, who did so much to make logarithms known, and who used the base 10, was born at Warley Wood, in Yorkshire, in >         1560, and died at Oxford in 1630.    He was Savilian professor of
mathematics at Oxford, and his grave may still be seen there.
\              4 He lived at "Reggio nella Emilia" in the i6th and i/th centuries.
His Regola e modo facilissimo di quadrare il cerchio was published 1          at Reggio in 1609.
|               5Christoph Klau  (Clavius)  was born at Barnberg in 1537, and
I          died at Rome in 1612.    He was a Jesuit priest and taught mathe-
matics in the Jesuit College at Rome. He wrote a number of works ^ on mathematics, including excellent text-books on arithmetic and \          algebra.